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Dear Manager,

All over the world, the rising tide of plastic pollution is choking, poisoning, and starving our wildlife - and
even polluting the food we eat.

We urge you to recommend the following for Western Australia’s plastic bag ban:

1. Ban all single use HDPE bags up to 70 microns. This ban should apply to all wholesalers, importers and
retailers who provide these products to their customers both in shop and online, including all small
businesses

2. Include all identified ‘biodegradable and degradable’ bags up to 70 microns, as standards used in
current laws for biodegradability and compostability do not prevent microplastic pollution

3. Establish an expert taskforce to review and report back to government within one year on
recommended actions to restrict other forms of single use plastic packaging not included in the immediate
policy. This review should include the identification of alternative products and practices to single use
plastic packaging

We also support the statewide ban being extended to other forms of plastic pollution including mass
balloon releases, single use plastic drinking straws, and products which include plastic microbeads, as all of
these products present a continuous threat to our Western Australian wildlife and environment.

We note that the Environmental Protection Amendment (Banning Plastic Bags and Other Things) Bill 2017
provides a ready framework for the Government to deliver this.

Thank you,

Conservation Council of WA

Sarah English
Community Engagement Manager

Conservation Council of WA
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