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Introduction to Greater Bunbury Region Scheme minor amendments 
 
 
 
The Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) is responsible for keeping the 
Greater Bunbury Region Scheme (GBRS) under review and initiating changes where they 
are seen as necessary. 
 
The GBRS sets out the broad pattern of land use for the whole Greater Bunbury area. The 
GBRS is constantly under review to best reflect regional planning and development needs. 
 
An amendment proposal to change land use reservations and zones in the GBRS is 
regulated by the Planning and Development Act 2005. That legislation provides for public 
submissions to be made on proposed amendments. 
 
For a non-substantial amendment, often referred to as a minor amendment (made under 
Section 57 of the Act), the WAPC considers all the submissions lodged, and publishes its 
recommendations in a Report on Submissions. This report is presented to the Minister for 
Planning for approval. The amendment takes legal effect with Gazettal of the Minister’s 
approval.  
  
In the process of making a non-substantial amendment to the GBRS, information is 
published as a public record under the following titles: 
 
Amendment Report 
This document is available from the start of the public advertising period of the proposed 
amendment. It sets out the purpose and scope of the proposal, explains why the 
amendment is considered necessary, and informs people how they can comment through 
the submission process. 
 
Environmental Review Report 
The Environmental Protection Authority must consider the environmental impact of an 
amendment to the GBRS before it can be advertised.  While formal assessment would be 
unlikely for a non-substantial amendment, were it required then an environmental review 
would be undertaken and made available for information and comment at the same time as 
the Amendment Report.  
 
Report on Submissions 
The planning rationale, determination of submissions and the WAPC’s recommendations for 
final approval of the amendment, with or without modification, is documented in this report. 
 
Submissions 
This document contains a reproduction of all written submissions received by the WAPC on 
the proposed amendment. 
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Greater Bunbury Region Scheme Amendment 0046/57 

Bunbury Airport Expansion offset and reservation anomaly, Lot 706 and 505 

South Western Highway, Davenport 
 
1 Introduction  
 
The purpose of this amendment proposal is to rationalise the Greater Bunbury Region Scheme 
(GBRS) zones and reservations of portion Lots 505 and 706 South Western Highway, Davenport 
to complete the necessary actions required to be undertaken by the City of Bunbury in regard to 
agreed Federal and State environmental offsets associated with the expansion of the Bunbury 
Airport, and to rectify a minor mapping anomaly. 
 
The proposal will see an area of just over 11 hectares rezoned to the Regional Open Space 
reservation as part of the environmental offset. 
 
2 The proposed amendment 
 
The City of Bunbury have recently undertaken the expansion of the Bunbury Airport to facilitate a 
new rescue helicopter facility and additional hangars. This was subject of previous GBRS 
amendment 0039/57 which was Gazetted in 20 October 2015.   
 
In order to meet the environmental offset requirements set by the State and Federal Governments 
(Clearing Permit 5589/1 and EPBC approval 2013/6872) for the airport expansion the City of 
Bunbury are required to reserve a portion of Lot 706 as Regional Open Space on or before 30 
March 2018. 
 
Due to an administrative error in the processing of the Legal Plans for Amendment 0039/57 a 
small area of the Public Purposes - Airport reservation on Lot 505 did not transfer to the Rural 
zone as proposed in the amendment, as such this anomaly is now being rectified. 
 
The proposal will rezone approximately 11.8ha of land from Rural to the Regional Open Space 
Reservation (portion Lot 706) and approximately 1.6 ha of land from Public Purposes - Airport 
reservation to the Rural zone (Portion Lot 505).  
 
The land to be reserved Regional Open Space, as described in the City of Bunbury's Offset 
Management Plan, includes vegetation with condition found to be Very Good (43%) or Very Good 
to Good (38%) and Good (16%) and provides suitable habitat for both Western Ringtail Possums 
and Black Cockatoos. The offset site will also be managed to mitigate the threats (weed, rubbish 
dumping, dieback) to the remnant native vegetation and Western Ringtail Possum/black cockatoo 
habitat. 
 
It is anticipated that upon the formal creation of the Preston River to Ocean Regional Park, the 
additional areas of Regional Open Space subject of and adjacent to this amendment will be 
included within the regional park. 
 
The land to be zoned Rural is contained within Lot 505 and is outside of Lot 507 which contains 
the airport infrastructure and is surplus to the requirements of the operation. Transferring the land 
to the Rural zone is consistent with the zoning of the adjoining land. 
 
The City of Bunbury have resolved to initiate Amendment No. 67 to Town Planning Scheme No. 7 
to amend the zoning to be consistent with the GBRS as amended. 
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3 Formal Environmental Protection Authority advice 
 
The EPA has advised that the proposed amendments do not require formal assessment under 
part IV Division 3 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986. A copy of the notice from the EPA is 
included at Appendix A. 
 
 
4 Call for Submissions 
 
The proposed amendment was advertised in the Government Gazette on 17 January and 
remained open for public submissions until 17 March 2017. 
 
The proposed amendment was also available for public inspection at the following locations: 
 

i) the Department of Planning, 140 William Street, Perth; 
 
ii) the Department of Planning, 61 Victoria Street, Bunbury; 
 
iii) the municipal office of the City of Bunbury; and 
 
iv) the State Reference Library, Northbridge. 

 
Notice of the proposed amendment was also published in the Western Australian and the South 
Western Times. 
 
Owners adjacent to the land subject to the proposed amendment were provided with a copy of the 
Amendment Report and advised of the opportunity to lodge a submission in respect of the 
proposed amendment. 
 
5 Submissions 
 
When the advertising of the proposed amendment closed, a total of 4 submissions had been 
received. 
 
Of the submissions, all provided no comment or advice without objecting to the proposed 
amendment. 
 
The submissions were from the Department of Water, Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services, Department of Environment Regulation and Department of Aboriginal Affairs. 
 
A list of the parties who lodge a submission is attached at Appendix B and a copy of each 
submission is attached to the end of this report. 
 
6  Issues raised in Submissions 
 
No issues were raised in the submissions. 
 
 
7 Modifications to the amendment 
 
After considering the submission received in respect of the proposed amendment, the WAPC 
recommended the Minister for Planning approve the proposed amendment, as advertised. 
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8 Co-ordination of Region and Local Scheme Amendments 
 
Section 126(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2005 allows for the concurrent amendment 
of a Local Planning Scheme to a reserve for any public purpose by force of this section and 
without any further action under the Act. The Regional Open Space reservation will therefore 
automatically be in place in the City of Bunbury's Local Planning Scheme upon Gazettal. 
 
As previously advised in the amendment report for 0039/57, the City of Bunbury have resolved to 
initiate Amendment No.67 to Town Planning Scheme No.7 to amend the zoning to be consistent 
with the GBRS as amended, which will include the portion of Lot 505. This amendment to the local 
scheme will resolve the rural component of the anomaly. 
 
 
8 Conclusion and recommendation 
 
The report summarises the background and reasoning for Amendment 0046/57 to the Greater 
Bunbury Region Scheme and examines the submissions received. The WAPC thanks those who 
made submissions. 
 
After considering the submissions received, the WAPC is satisfied the proposed amendment 
should be finalised, and has recommended the Minister for Planning approve the amendment. 
 
 
 
10 Minister's decision 
 
Amendments to the Greater Bunbury Region Scheme using the provisions of section 57 of the 
Planning and Development Act 2005 require the WAPC to provide a report and recommendation 
to the Minister for Planning for approval. The Minister may approve, approve with modification or 
decline to approve the proposed amendment. 
 
The Minister, after considering the amendment, has agreed with the recommendation of the 
WAPC and approved the amendment. 
 
GBRS Amendment 0046/57 is now finalised as advertised as shown on WAPC Amending Plan 
3.2695 and has effect in the Greater Bunbury Region Scheme from the date of notice in the 
Government Gazette on 26 May 2017. 
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APPENDIX A 
 
 

NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX B 
 
 

ALPHABETICAL LISTING OF SUBMISSIONS 
 



Alphabetical Listing of Submissions 
 

GBRS Amendment 0046/57 
 

Bunbury Airport Expansion offset and reservation anomaly, Lot 706 and 505 
South Western Highway, Davenport 

 

Submission Number Name 
4 Aboriginal Affairs, Department of 

3 Environment Regulation, Department of 

2 Fire and Emergency Services, Department of 

1 Water, Department of 

  

  

  

  
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX C 
 
 

SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS AND DETERMINATIONS 



  

AMENDMENT 0046/57 TO THE GREATER BUNBURY REGION SCHEME 
BUNBURY AIRPORT EXPANSION OFFSET AND RESERVATION 

ANOMALY 
 

SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS AND DETERMINATIONS 
 

 
 
Submission:   1 
 
Submitted by: Department of Water (DoW) 
 
Nature of Interest: Government Agency 
 
Affected Land: Part Lots 505 & 706 South Western Highway, 

Davenport 
 
Summary of Submission: Determined that the amendment would have a 

low risk to water resources. No objection. 
 
Planning Comment: Noted 
 
Determination: Submission noted 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Submission:   2 
 
Submitted by: Department of Fire and Emergency Services 
 
Nature of Interest: Government Agency 
 
Affected Land: Part Lots 505 & 706 South Western Highway, 

Davenport 
 
Summary of Submission: Queried referral, noting there was no 

intensification of land use and the proposal did 
not conflict with the objectives or intent of SPP 
3.7. 

 
Planning Comment: Noted 
 
Determination: Submission noted 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
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Submission: 3 
 
Submitted by: Department of Environment Regulation 
 
Nature of Interest: Government Agency 
 
Affected Land: Part Lots 505 & 706 South Western Highway, 

Davenport 
 
Summary of Submission: No comment 
 
Planning Comment: Noted 
 
Determination: Submission noted 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Submission:   4 
 
Submitted by:   Department of Aboriginal Affairs (DAA) 
 
Nature of Interest: Government Agency 
 
Affected Land: Part Lots 505 & 706 South Western Highway, 

Davenport 
 
Summary of Submission: No reported Aboriginal sites or Aboriginal 

heritage places within the areas of the 
proposal.  

 Recommends the proponents take into 
consideration of DAA's Aboriginal Heritage 
Due Diligence Guidelines when planning 
specific developments. 

 
Planning Comment: Noted 
 
Determination: Submission noted 
_______________________________________________________________ 
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APPENDIX D 
 
 

THE AMENDMENT FIGURE AS ADVERTISED 
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Produced by GeoSpatial Planning Support, Department of Planning, Bunbury WA
On behalf of the Western Australian Planning Commission
Base information supplied by Western Australian Land Information Authority LI 646-2014-3
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Proposed amendment to the Greater Bunbury Region Scheme
Lot 706 (R40664) & Part Lot 505 (R670) SOUTH WESTERN HIGHWAY, DAVENPORT
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LIST OF PLANS AS ADVERTISED 
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