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Planning for Container 
Handling Facilities in the 
Cockburn/Kwinana Area



Background
Over the past two years the Western Australian Planning 
Commission has been undertaking studies to determine a 
suitable site for an intermodal terminal (for the transfer of 
containers) in the Kwinana/ Cockburn area.

This intermodal terminal would be designed to meet the future 
needs of the State and is intended to be a long term focus i.e. a 
30 year time frame.

In late 2008, the Minister for Planning released a report 
which evaluated a number of possible sites for the intermodal 
terminal.

Because the State Government had already identified 1400 
hectares for the Latitude 32 industry zone (for general industry, 
transport industry, a commercial centre, eco-industry and 
business park) , this was also deemed as a suitable site for the 
intermodal terminal.

Based on this decision, the Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure (DPI) sought comment from residents, industry 
groups and other stakeholders over a three-month public 
comment period in early 2009. 

Some 320 submissions were received and these are now in the 
process of being reviewed, to help guide further decisions about 
the proposed terminal, its location and design. 

This information sheet has now been developed to provide 
some information to the community about intermodal 
terminals and how they operate and respond to points raised 
during the public comment period.

Common questions
What is an intermodal terminal?
An intermodal freight terminal is a site used to transfer freight from one 
mode of transport to another, together with all the necessary support 
services and activities.
Currently in Perth there are a number of intermodal terminals in operation, 
mainly in the Kewdale/Forrestfield area.
An intermodal terminal usually consists of:
Core terminal – this is the area where trains and trucks assemble for the 
transfer of containers. This is also where containers are stored and handled for 
dispatch to retail outlets etc.
Terminal support areas – this is the land located next to the terminal  
that supports the terminal activities. These may include transport operations 
and warehousing.
Industry park/cluster development – this is land which contains 
businesses and industry that benefit from direct access to an intermodal 
terminal. Transfer of goods to other locations within WA and Australia may 
take place from these businesses.
Intermodal terminals are set up to be as fast and efficient as possible. They are 
designed to be well-ordered and easily maintained to support the systematic 
movement of goods.

What type of freight will be transferred 
through the proposed terminal?
The proposed terminal will support the transfer of many types of goods 
commonly used by households and businesses.
Rail services will typically transport individual items such as machinery, 
containers packed with a range of goods and general freight, such as building 
products. Nearly all the freight will be for domestic/consumer use such as food 
products, manufactured goods and various industry inputs.
However, in the long term if this intermodal terminal is identified for cargoes 
that require special approvals then the carrier will have to comply with strict 
management guidelines as determined by the relevant government regulations. 

How many trains will use the intermodal terminal?
At the moment there are approximately 125 trains per week that use the 
Cockburn/Kewdale line which transfer approximately 5 million net tonnes 
per year.
Initially, once the intermodal terminal is developed, this train traffic will increase 
by 1-2 trains per day.
By 2030 it is anticipated that there will be an increase to 5-6 trains per day.
The trains that arrive from the Eastern States often tend to be 1.8 km long and 
hence carry a significant number of containers. Because of their length, the 
number of trains using the track is minimised.

How tall will the containers on the train be?
There has been some incorrect information released to the public that the trains 
will transport containers that will be double stacked i.e. up to 6 m high.
While double stacking of containers is common practice on long haul routes, 
there are a number of bridges and low power lines along the Kewdale-
Cockburn line, which restrict the height of container trains to single stacking.

Will truck traffic increase in the area?
The road network around the Latitude 32 industry zone currently supports 
significant freight traffic, including bulk products, containers and general freight. 
The development of a terminal would likely occur over many years. The 
current primary road network is designed to handle more traffic as industrial 
development occurs in the area.
Containers moving to and from a new terminal will be transferred to many 
destinations north, south, east and west of the area. 
While final connections to the road network are still to be determined, it is 
intended to funnel traffic into and out of the proposed terminal onto roads that 
are purpose-built for truck traffic i.e. Rowley Road.
This will ensure that access to and from the Kwinana Freeway and the future 
Fremantle Outer Harbour can occur with minimal disruption to residential areas.
Future traffic increases will be in line with population growth and transport 
and industry development. Predicted upper limits for traffic are not likely to be 
reached in the foreseeable future, and certainly not in the next 15-20 years.

When will the terminal be developed?
There are no immediate plans to construct the proposed Kwinana intermodal 
terminal.
Current intermodal terminal operations, mainly in Kewdale/Forrestfield,  
will eventually come under pressure from increased road traffic and physical  
site constraints.
The government is simply trying to plan ahead to ensure that adequate land 
is put aside for the possible future development of a terminal in the Kwinana/
Cockburn area.

How will the government deal with 
concerns for the environment?
The Latitude 32 Master Plan clearly sets out enivriomental guidelines for 
developing in the Latitude 32 area. In particular, the master plan has stringent 
requirements relating to air quality, noise, site contamination and water 
management that any operator of an intermodal facility in the area would  have 
to comply with.

What about landowners in the area who are directly 
affected by the development of a terminal?
A number of options will be made available to landowners who may be directly 
impacted by the future development of the proposed intermodal terminal.
The government will work very closely with landowners immediately affected 
by the terminal, to ensure they are fully aware of any decisions made and have 
access to fair and equitable options.
Consultation with landowners and other stakeholders is already underway. This 
will continue until after a final decision is made.

What happens next?
DPI is currently reviewing the submissions that were received during the public 
comment period.
A number of alternative sites have been indicated as part of these submissions 
and DPI is in the process of evaluating their merits. 
In addition DPI will be undertaking further traffic 
and noise investigations in relation to these 
nominated sites.
It is intended that the DPI will engage with 
local residents, transport industry groups, other 
stakeholders and local governments in the 
area over the next 3-4 months to discuss these 
alternative sites and their suitability.
More information about the process will be 
released closer to the time.

 Industry park or cluster development surrounding the terminal.

Why plan for a terminal?
A key role of government is to plan for the future. 

The Kwinana/Cockburn district has had a long history as an 
industrial hub. The State Government recognised that over the 
next 30-40 years this area would double in population and 
hence there would be a need to allocate land for future industry 
and associated transport.

As with other future planning, suitable land is set aside  
for hospitals, roads, schools etc, or, as in this case, a  
freight terminal.

The proposed development of an intermodal facility in the 
Kwinana/ Cockburn area will:
•	 help	serve	the	future	freight	needs	of	the	fast	growing	southern	

corridor;
•	 support	a	more	efficient	transfer	of	containers	by	rail	into	and	out	of	

the area;
•	 give	businesses	a	better	opportunity	to	use	trains	rather	than	truck	

transport to move containers into and out of the area; 
•	 generate	economic	and	emploment	opportunities	through	transport	

reliability and reduced costs;
•	 provide	opportunities	for	new	sea	ports	in	the	area	through	potential	

inland storage of containers and logistics support;
•	 potentially	increase	terminal	capacity	in	the	Perth	region;
•	 make	better	use	of	environmentally	favourable	rail	transport;	and
•	 encourage	more	rail-based	transport	nodes	in	the	Perth	area.

The government see this as sensible planning and in line  
with developments in other cities in Australia and throughout 
the world.

This document has been published by the Western Australian Planning Commission. Any 
representation, statement, opinion or advice expressed or implied in this publication is made 
in good faith and on the basis that the government, its employees and agents are not liable 
for any damage or loss whatsoever which may occur as a result of action taken or not taken, 
as the case may be, in respect of any representation, statement, opinion or advice referred to 
herein. Professional advice should be obtained before applying the information contained in this 
document to particular circumstances
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How can you gain more information?
If you would like to know more about intermodal terminals and how they operate please log onto www.planning.wa.gov.au  
and look in metropolitan planning. Alternatively call the Project Manager, on 9264 7746.


