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Order of proceedings
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Event commencement

Welcome to Country 

Opening address by Minister Winton

Housekeeping

Keynote speaker: Matt Gardiner, CEO, 54 reasons & Amanda Hunt, State Director, 54 

Reasons

Keynote speaker: Kate Inglis-Hodge, Board Member, Nature Play

Keynote speaker: Kay Lane, Equity Projects Coordinator, Edith Cowan University and 

lived experience advocate

Short break

Panel and Q&A

Event conclusion



      
     
        

                                                                                        

                                                                                      

Master of Ceremonies

Mike Rowe
Director General, Department of Communities
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Welcome to Country
Sandra Harben 
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Opening address

Hon Sabine Winton BA BPS MLA
Minister for Early Childhood Education; Child 
Protection; Prevention of Family and Domestic 
Violence; Community Services

5



                                                                                        

                                                                                      

Housekeeping

• Mobile phone on silent

• Toilets

• Emergency procedures

• Counselling support available

• Live streaming for online participants



                                                                                        

                                                                                      

Self-care

• Your wellbeing is important.

• The conversations today may elicit strong feelings and questions for 

some attendees.

• Please speak with someone in your support network or contact a 

relevant service, which could include your GP/private counsellor

Lifeline  - 13 11 14

Beyond Blue - 1300 22 4636

1800 Respect - 1800 737 732



      
     
        

                                                                                        

                                                                                      

Matt Gardiner, CEO 

Amanda Hunt, State Director

54 Reasons
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We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians on whose land 
we live and work; honouring their continued connection to 

land, sea, skies and water.

We pay respects to Elders and Ancestors of Country and 
celebrate their role in passing down sacred cultural, spiritual 

and educational practices.

We also acknowledge the strength and commitment of First 
Nations practitioners that work alongside children and 

young people to support and guide leaders of the future.



There are 54 articles in the 
United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child.

That’s
for us and for children in 
Australia, every day!

Who are we?

https://stc365-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/reem_hasib_savethechildren_org_au/EUcmoiUiSHJHmPXNj4yx7FgBDuCx9xKA6ylX-PJnOi3qvQ?e=GJaFuD


Part of the Save the Children Australia Group

ARTICLE 19 (UNCRC)
Children should be protected from physical or 

mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or 

negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, 

including sexual abuse.

ARTICLE 34 (UNCRC)
Children should be protected from 

all forms of sexual exploitation and 

sexual abuse.



Part of the Save the Children Australia Group

What is a 
Child Safe 
Organisatio
n?

Creates an 
environment where 

children’s safety 
and wellbeing is at 

the centre of 
thought and 

actions

Creates conditions 
that reduce the 

likelihood of harm 
to children and 
young people

Responds to any 
concerns, 
disclosures, 
allegations or 
suspicions of harm

Creates conditions 
that increase the 

likelihood of 
identifying any 

harm 
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Part of the Save the Children Australia Group

Our Safeguarding Journey – 54 reasons

Child Protection

Environmental Risk Assessment

Practice 

Tools
Frameworks

Practice Training and 

Learning
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Part of the Save the Children Australia Group

Environmental Audit Tool

33

Step 1 – Identify 

your space

Step 2 – complete 

the teal coloured 

section of the tool

Step 3 – Identify 

your top 3 

improvements 

actions and be ready 

to share them



Part of the Save the Children Australia Group

The Environment Matters!

• Everyone has a strong understanding of what safeguarding 
is!

• There is good natural surveillance

• Responsible adults routinely move within line of sight in all 
areas 

• Rooms have large unobstructed windows or observation 
panels

• Adults and children are encouraged to raise concerns (even 
apparently trivial concerns)

• There is clear policy and procedures for responding to 
ambiguous reports, disclosures and allegations so abuse is 
detected early

A protective 
organisational 
environment 
makes sure:
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Thank you!

Part of the Save the Children Australia Group



      
     
        

                                                                                        

                                                                                      

Kate Inglis-Hodge

Board Member, Nature Play;
Program Coordinator, Stephen Michael 
Foundation
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Every organisation has a 
responsibility to keep 

children and young people 
safe. 

Kate Inglis-Hodge | Youth Board Member, Nature Play WA



REGIONAL OPERATIONS - STEPHEN MICHAEL 
FOUNDATION











• Prioritise the easy gets

• Sustainable actions

• Use and regularly review 

tools to implement the 

National Principles for Child 

Safe Organisations:

• Self-assessment tool

• Example child safe code 

of conduct

• Get children and young 

people involved – “         

we listen the better the 

                       ”
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We all have a responsibility to 
keep children and young 

people safe. 



      
     
        

                                                                                        

                                                                                      

Kay Lane

Equity Projects Coordinator, ECU;
Lived Experience Advocate

27



Implementing the National Child Safety Principles 
for Children and Young People with Disabilities
Kay Lane (née Barnard)



Children with 
disability live 

distinct 
childhoods

Surrounded by adults

Segregation

Restrictive practices

Presumptions of competence

Structural barriers

Disempowerment

Authority over their 
lives given to others

Discouraged to trust 
their ‘own voice’

Over-reliance on early 
intervention programs

Barriers to accessing same 
-aged peer groups

Missed from consideration in 
both disability policy and 
children and youth policy

‘Therapised’ 
childhoods

Overrepresentation in systems 
(Out of Home Care, Youth Justice)



• 14 Stakeholder consultations 
between August 2022 - September 
2022

Do the National Priniples for Child Safe Organisations meet the needs of 
children and young people with disability in principle and implementation?

Parents and 
caregivers

Children and 
young people

Other 
stakeholders

•  Distinctions between impressions 
and expectations of safety 
between young people, adults and 
staff from organisations

‘Have young disabled people of marginalised 
identities actually in their organisation. It proves 
that they’re safe for people like me.’  

   -  Young person with disability 



What does ‘safety’ mean?

Being physically safe

Being emotionally safe

Social access

Feeling capable

Having access needs met

Dignity of risk – 
having the right to 
make choices and 
learning from the 
decisions they 
make.



• The role of empowerment in safety for 
children and young people with disability

Creating conditions for 
conversations on safety in 
your organisation

• Honouring and creating space for diverse 
communication

• The trap of low expectations of children 
and young people with disability

• Honouring and creating space for the 
ways in which children with disability are 
keeping themselves safe

• Children and young people with disability 
are not passive participants in their lives



      
     
        

                                                                                        

                                                                                      

Children's Week 
Symposium

Panel discussion

Facilitated by Mikaela Scuderi, 
Department of Communities 



                                                                                        

                                                                                      

Panellists

• Matt Gardiner, CEO, 54 reasons

• Kate Inglis-Hodge, Board Member, Nature Play

• Kay Lane, Equity Projects Coordinator, Edith Cowan University

• Naomi Blitz, Ordinary Board Member, YACWA

• Kathy Pickett, Aboriginal Cultural Advisor, Yorgum Healing Services

• Dr Nicole Leggett, A/Assistant Director General, Strategy and 

Partnerships, Department of Communities



                                                                                        

                                                                                      

casroyalcommission@communities.wa.gov.au 

mailto:childsafe@communities.wa.gov.au


                                                                                        

                                                                                      

Your feedback is 
important

Please complete our feedback survey



                                                                                        

                                                                                      

Self-care

• Your wellbeing is important.

• The conversations today may have elicited strong feelings and 

questions for some attendees.

• Please speak with someone in your support network or contact a 

relevant service, which could include your GP/private counsellor

Lifeline  - 13 11 14

Beyond Blue - 1300 22 4636

1800 Respect - 1800 737 732



      
     
        

                                                                                        

                                                                                      

Children's Week 
Symposium

Thank you
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