
New rules for plumbing modules  
commencing 10 February 2025
This industry bulletin is to alert plumbing and building industries of changes to the  
Plumbers Licensing and Plumbing Standards Regulations 2000 (the Regulations) for  
plumbing work integral to prefabricated modules and buildings manufactured off-site.

1.	 Modular plumbing work may be carried out 
by or under the general direction and control 
of a WA licensed plumbing contractor (LPC) 
and certified by the LPC, in the same manner 
as any other major plumbing work is carried 
out and certified under the Regulations. 
Modular plumbing work carried out under the 
Regulations may only be performed in WA.

2.	 Modular plumbing work may be carried out 
by a manufacturer in accordance with the 
WaterMark Certification Scheme. In this case 
the plumbing module is deemed to be a product 
which must be certified by the manufacturer 
under WaterMark Technical Specification 
WMTS-050 (WMTS-050). Modular plumbing 
work carried out under WMTS-050 may be 
performed nationally or internationally. 

Plumbing modules manufactured off-site 
must be certified under one of these regulatory 
arrangements, prior to being connected to an  
on-site plumbing or drainage system.

Amendments to the Regulations
New defined terms  
To support the changed requirements, on 10 
February 2025, the following defined terms will be 
inserted into Regulation 3 of the Regulations:  

Modular plumbing work
means water supply or sanitary plumbing work 
carried out in the course of manufacturing or 
building a plumbing module.

Plumbing work integral to prefabricated modules 
and buildings (modular plumbing work) includes but 
is not limited to plumbing installations carried out as 
part of manufacturing or building the following:

•	 Bathroom modules.
•	 Prefabricated walls with integral plumbing.
•	 Kitchen or laundry modules.
•	 Mining accommodation (dongas).
•	 Transportable buildings.

Installation and certification 
requirements for modular  
plumbing work
From 10 February 2025 there will be two approved 
methods for the installation and certification of  
water supply and sanitary plumbing installed  
within a prefabricated plumbing module (modular 
plumbing work) which is intended to be connected  
to a plumbing or drainage system in Western  
Australia (WA).
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Example of prefabricated kitchen and 
bathroom module.
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Plumbing module
means a module, or a prefabricated or transportable 
building, that contains pipes, materials, fixtures or 
components that –

a.	 are water supply plumbing or sanitary 
plumbing; and 

b.	 are designed to be connected to water supply 
plumbing, sanitary plumbing or drainage 
plumbing that is not in the module or 
building. 

WaterMark Technical Specification
followed by a designation, means a WaterMark 
Technical Specification –
a.	 having that designation; and
b.	 published by, or on behalf of, the Australian 

Building Codes Board.

Definitions of water supply and sanitary 
plumbing work
To make it clear that modular plumbing work 
may be carried out and certified in accordance 
with either the Regulations or the WaterMark 
Certification Scheme, from 10 February 2025 
the definitions of water supply plumbing work 
and sanitary plumbing work in the Regulations 
will specifically exclude modular plumbing work 
certified under WMTS-050.

Australian Building Codes Board and 
WaterMark Scheme determination
The Regulations call up the Plumbing Code of 
Australia (PCA) as the primary plumbing standards 
that apply in WA. In turn the PCA requires products 
installed in regulated plumbing installations to be 
WaterMark certified. The scheme ensures that 
products used in plumbing installations are fit for 
purpose.

The Australian Building Codes Board (ABCB) 
administers the WaterMark Certification Scheme 
to ensure that WaterMark requirements for 
products in the PCA are followed. Further, the 
ABCB has published Notice of Direction 2016/4.0 
‘Prefabricated plumbing modules’ which details the 
two methods under which modular plumbing work 
may be regulated. Notice of Direction 2016/4.0 can 
be found here.

WaterMark Certification Scheme  
labelling requirements
Under the mandatory labelling requirements 
of WMTS-050, plumbing modules must be 

permanently and legibly marked with the WaterMark 
trademark, WaterMark licence number and the 
WaterMark Technical Specification that the product 
has been certified against. See below example: 

Recommended labelling for plumbing 
modules under the Regulations
It is recommended that a data plate be fixed to the 
plumbing module listing the licence number of the 
responsible LPC and the Certificate of Compliance 
number that the modular plumbing work has been 
certified against.

WMTS-050 
LIC. No 012345
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